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... Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.”
When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him.
(Luke 5:10b-11, NRSV)

The Lay Missionary Planting Network (LMPN), an organi-
zation affiliated the Path 1 movement within The United
Methodist Church, is seeking to find, equip and deploy
250 lay people over the next four years throughout the
church in order to assist in the task of planting one thou-
sand new churches, churches which will reach more peo-
ple, reach more young people, and reach more diverse
people, all for the purpose of “making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the
world.”

In East Ohio, LMPN plans over the next several months to enroll at least fifty participants
in a training program designed to assess both the fithess and the calling of these individuals
to such ministry, so that twelve lay missionaries might be deployed by the summer in order to
start new congregations, particularly those among communities where African-Americans live
and work.

And Ridgewood has been selected as an “anchor church” of LMPN in East Ohio, to pro-
mote the vision and goals of the network, to help identify, encourage, and recruit prospective
participants, to provide spiritual and logistical support as well as feedback, and to pray for
fruitfulness.

All of this, Gloria Homolak, one of our Lay Leaders, and | learned at an introductory session
on Tuesday, February 4, at Church of the Saviour in Cleveland Heights. We look forward to
the new thing which God is doing in The United Methodist Church through this admittedly
well-worn Wesleyan method of training and deploying persons, laity as well as clergy, in order
“to spread scriptural holiness across the land.”
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March 7, 2010 (3rd Sunday in Lent) Communion Sunday
Sermon Title: “Choices Must Be Made” Scripture: Isaiah 55:1-9
Luke 13:1-9
March 14, 2010 (4th Sunday in Lent) Time & Talents Stewardship Sunday

One Great Hour of Sharing/ LOGOS Prayer in the Chapel
Sermon Title: “A Man Who Had Two Sons” Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

March 21, 2010 (5th Sunday inLent) ~ LOGOS Sunday (11 am) / Communion in the Chapel

Sermon Title: “Wasteful Grace!” Scripture: Isaiah 43:16-21
John 12:1-8
March 28, 2010 (Palm / Passion Sunday) Food Sunday
Sermon Title: “On Trial” Scripture: Isaiah 50:4-9a

Philippians 2:5-11
Luke 22:14-23:56

March Liturgists: 9:00 am—TBD 11:00 am—TBD

Counters: 03/07, 03/14, 03/21, 03/28 : Robert Rudolph and Dave Balliett

Communion Stewards (March 7): George & Lois Stueber

Ushers: 1st Service: Charles Becker, Joe Fredmonsky, Jean Lentzakis, Chuck Nohejl, Cathy Stonko

2nd Service: Mary Cain, Karen Jones, Dan Johnson

Van Drivers: For schedule changes please contact Michelle Dougherty at 440.212.1186 or 440.888.1662
03/07 Joe Fredmonsky 03/14 Bob Sehringer
03/21 Fred Smith 03/28 Bob Sehringer

Coffee Hour Hosts:

03/07 Barb Batista and Betty Schuenaman
03/14 Pam Dworznik and Barb Ricketts
03/21 Sandy Levy/TBA

03/28 Debbie Funk / TBA
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March 2010

Council on Ministries—Tuesday, March 2, 8:15 pm
Chairperson: Chuck Nohejl
Carolyn Dyck, Linda Hadcock, Gloria Homolak, John Homolak, Anita Kules, Dawn Mullenax, Bob Rudolph,
Fran Rudolph, Rev. Charlie Tobias Members at Large: Charles Becker, Dan Johnson, Linda Johnson,
Billie Jean McKenna, John Ricketts, Sandy Short
Youth Club Directors: Mary Cain, Maria Held

Education—Tuesday, March 2, 7:00 pm
Co-Chairpersons: Dawn Mullenax & Maria Held Sunday School Superintendent: Mar Bruner
Marian Armstrong, Judi Langmead, Kelsey Langmead, Ruth Lock, Karen Nichols, Donna Smith,
George Stueber

Evangelism—Tuesday, March 2, 7:00 pm
Co-Chairpersons: Fran Rudolph & Carolyn Dyck
Mary Cain, Rebecca Callaghan, Dan Johnson, Karen Jones, Jan Julio, Peggy Kapolka, Billie Jean
McKenna, Pat Meade, John Ricketts, Pastor Wilson

Outreach—Tuesday, March 2, 7:00 pm
Co-Chairpersons: Linda Hadcock & Betty Schuenaman
Friends of Ridgewood: Jane Parker; Caring Dinner: Debbie Funk; Parish Nurse: Sandy Levy
Van Coordinator: Michelle Dougherty
Esther Daley, Claire Jencson, Carole Koscielny, Robert Koscielny, Renita Nohejl, Bob Sehringer

Worship—Tuesday, March 2, 7:00 pm
Co-Chairpersons: John Homolak & Barb Langford
Mary Becker, Ira Cooper, Carolyn Day, Linda Johnson, Doug Nichols, Rev. Tobias, Will Whitworth
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Taken from the records of Ridgewood United Methodist Church
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Taken from a Ridgewood Church School Report for 1949-1959 by Jeannette W. Anderson,
Children’s Division Superintendent, 1950-1958.

What picture comes to mind when “Ridgewood” is mentioned? To this person, now, the
most familiar view is of the large church building and classrooms, with the more recently
built educational building; but at the Ridge Road sanctuary entrance the worshippers
are being greeted by the curly-haired, tall, bountifully-built Earl C. Gibbs.

When we first came to Ridgewood in 1949, he was at the Southington St. door that
leads into Memorial Hall, because there was no Sanctuary or Educational building. Wor-
ship services were in the larger area in front of the folding frame and cloth partition. The
back section was used for Sunday school classes for elementary grades. Toddlers’
classes were on the second floor just above the kitchen and Nursery 3 was on the top
floor. On the south side, the Kindergarten was above the Chapel. The Crib room was
the little north room behind Memorial Hall stage, and the Sunday school office and li-
brary was the little south room. On a banner day, the total attendance in Children’s Divi-
sion was 100!

In 1950 Rev. Ward asked me to help with the Children’s Worship service in the Chapel,
which led to my becoming Children’s Division superintendent. Earnest Graham was
Church School superintendent, and we asked for guidance from the North-East Ohio
Conference Board of Education. Dr. Alva |I. Cox was director of this board. He, Georgia
Sprinkle, and Lena Mereness came from Akron to help with our planning. This was a
period of growth. The Methodist children’s literature and comprehensive program was
set up on a long-range basis, and developed to involve the parents in their children’s
Christian education. We tried to involve all our parents—even using the check-off cards
with parent feedback, concerning growth in attitudes as well as lesson material. In each
class, a parent was asked to assist the lead teacher for three months, and then become
the lead teacher with a new assistant. It was wonderful to see growth in these persons.
Often they continued leadership when they surprised themselves, while others preferred
to continue assisting in different areas. Before each quarter, planning sessions were
held using the material. Pre-school classes had monthly meetings; these classes had
several teachers scheduled on a staggered basis, so that the children never had all new
teachers.

To be continued next month!
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When people reflect on the organ's role in worship, they think first of music for preludes,
offertories, and postludes.* And, of course, everyone knows that organs accompany the
hymns during congregational singing.

Worshippers at Ridgewood have become aware and hopefully accustomed to Mr. Cooper
who will sometimes play specially composed introductions (sometimes called "intonations")
for some hymns. Some hymn stanzas are enriched through a free or alternative organ ac-
companiment. Rather than playing the notes on the page as published in The United Meth-
odist Hymnal, Ira plays a composed or rehearsed improvised accompaniment. Those free
accompaniments give Mr. Cooper an opportunity to interpret the text of a particular stanza,
through changing the sound of the organ. It also provides a welcome variety from simply re-
peating the same notes for every stanza. Congregants who yearn to sing in harmony will
sometimes have trouble in singing their alto, tenor or bass line because it is not what they
are hearing, singing or reading.

There is yet another use of the organ in worship: the organ can actually "sing" a hymn
stanza through musical word painting. Here the congregation meditates on a given stanza
while the organ "sings" it. We don't often use this method on Sundays since a hymn is first
of all the voice of the congregation. But just as free alternative accompaniments help us lift
our praise with greater joy, so letting the organ play a solo stanza on occasion can highlight
and intensify the meaning of a hymn for the congregation.

* Preludes, postludes, voluntaries and offertories serve not only to set the tone for the wor-
ship service, but also to provide audio cues for the congregation about the service. When the
organ voluntary during the Passing of the Peace stops, for example, it is time for everyone to
guiet down and quickly return to their seats so the worship service can begin. Prelude music
sets a worshipful tone and helps us prepare our hearts and minds to receive the Word of the
Lord, and the postlude usually has a more joyful and praising tone as we prepare ourselves
to go out into the world.
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Please look for the Financial Update in next month’s issue. In the meantime, we will
focus on another important upcoming event:

Please join us on Sunday, March 14, as we consider ways in which we can expand
our stewardship through the gifts of our time and talents to serve God and others.

Being a good steward is not just about how much we give to the church financially,
but how we respect and care for ourselves, others and our church through service.
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**Please take note of the fact that this letter was handwritten by Ms. Vargo in appreciation
for the fact that once again Ridgewood paid our apportionments in full in 2009.
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Another busy and blessed year of LOGOS is almost at an end. It has been a pleasure
growing and learning with all of the youth this year. As our time wraps up, | would like you to
continue to remember in your prayers the numerous volunteers who help make this program
a success, as well as the youth who participate.

Our last night of LOGOS is on March 17th , and the theme is “Luck of the lIrish.”
Please make sure to join us for LOGOS Sunday on March 21st , with the various worship
skills groups patrticipating in the 11:00 am worship service that day. Finally, the annual
LOGOS family banquet is taking place on March 24th from 6:00-7:30 pm.

The annual LOGOS banquet is a youth club tradition. Please arrive as on time as possible.
This year we will start the evening in the sanctuary for recognition of certain achievements
throughout the year. Dinner will follow in Friendship Hall and conclude with the traditional
“Circle-Up.” The buffet-style meal will be prepared and served by Champagne Catering, and
will include salad, rigatoni, bread, dessert and drinks. Dinner reservations are needed for this
banquet. The cost is $6.50 per adult and $2.50 per child for all children (whether or not they
are in youth club). We also ask that you do not bring visitors that evening. Reservations are
needed by March 10.

Thank you again for your prayers and your participation in this youth ministry.

Blessings,
Maria Held and Mary Cain
Co-Directors of LOGOS Youth Club
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The December 2009 Caring Dinner was prepared by Bob & Debbie Funk with many im-
portant assistants from the Ridgewood family. Our annual holiday ham, scalloped potatoes,
green beans with roasted red peppers and fruited Jell-O salad is a yearly favorite enjoyed by
so many. We served approximately 140 in Friendship Hall and carry outs numbered around
50. We delivered about 7 dinners to shut-ins. Thanks to Michelle for helping out in the
kitchen on Thursday and to the Friday evening help to dress up the tables.

The January 2010 meal was hosted and prepared by the Family Matters class, under the
experienced guidance of Jeff Held. Their annual roast beef on Texas toast with mashed po-
tatoes and gravy and green beans is always a hit. The weather cooperated and we served
close to 250. This, of course, includes guests, carryout, shut-in meals and the volunteers
who helped. Great job everyone!

This vital program of outreach ministry sustains itself through the ongoing support of so
many here at Ridgewood. Thanks for your continued support of volunteering, cooking, clean-
ing, delivering, setting up, taking down and keeping this program going. It is appreciated and
enjoyed by so many.

Debbie Funk
Caring Dinner Coordinator

) % * %
Zachary David Smyczek was born on January 21, 2010, to David & Natalie Smyczek. Zachary
weighed 8 Ibs 5 0z and was 21 inches long.

Alexandra Ryleigh Timura was born on January 26, 2010, to Darren & Rachel Timura. Alex
weighed 6 Ibs 10 oz and measured 20 inches long.

Allison Marie Hadcock was born on February 5, 2010, to Bob & Elaine Hadcock, weighing 7 Ibs 11 oz
and measuring 20.5 inches long. She is the granddaughter of Bill & Linda Hadcock.

Harold Snitch, a long-time member of Ridgewood, passed away on January 22, 2010, at the age
of 82.

Edwin Vagner, a long-time member, passed away on January 29, 2010, at the age of 94. He
served as an usher and greeter for many years and oversaw many renovation projects here at
Ridgewood.

Richard Arnold passed away on January 30, 2010. He was the son of the late Merle and Gerald-
ine Arnold, who were members at Ridgewood for many years.

George Birce, Jr., 82, was the father of Linda Ferguson. He passed away on February 1, 2010.

Dorothy Beveridge passed away on February 10, 2010. She was the sister of Ethyl Bendler and
the aunt of Barbara Gannon.
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The Homestead Exemption property tax reduction program is critical to senior and disabled
homeowners in Cuyahoga County who need assistance to lower their property tax bill.
Applicants for the program should meet these three requirements:
" Are at least 65 years old or will reach age 65 any time during the current tax year; or the
surviving spouse (age 59-64) of a homestead recipient at the time of the spouse’s death;
OR
Are totally and permanently disabled as of January 1 of the filing year; AND
Own and reside in the home or manufactured home as their primary residence as of
January 1 of the filing year.
If you qualified last year, but were not aware of the program, or are eligible to file as a late
filer for 2009 by marking the box [late application] for prior year.
Homestead Exemption Applications are available from our Parish Nurse, Sandy Levy, in her

Long-time Ridgewood member, Marian Stamler, is celebrating
her 80th birthday on March 9 of this year. Due to declining
health, she was forced to move in with her daughter in Athens,
Ohio, in December 2007, and misses all of us here at Ridgewood
terribly. Her daughter, Ruth, says that Marian is doing ok and
holding her own, but that her mother expresses it best when she
says, “I'm in good shape for the shape I'min.”

Marian’s address is as follows: Marian Stamler
6363 N. Coolville Ridge
Athens, OH 45701
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You and Your Friends are Invited To

Luncheon (Door Prizes)

Wed., March 17, 2010
12:00 noon to 1:30 pm
$12.00 inclusive

Carrie Cerino’s Ristorante
8922 Ridge Road, N. Royalton

Ukrainian Egg Artistry

This chocolate-loving speaker shares her
extreme makeover experience.

Luncheon & nursery reservations necessary by
Monday, March 15th.
Call Ann (440) 886-1214 or Nolice (440) 845-3695

NOTE: To cancel, call Ann no later than
9:00 am, Tuesday, March 16th!

Sponsored by the
Cleveland Ohio South Christian Women'’s Club.

The Ridgewood
“Piece” Makers Quilt
Ministry continues to
make quilts for those
dealing with chronic ill-
nesses, long-term ill-
nesses and difficult
situations. If you know
someone who needs
the comfort of know-
ing that Ridgewood cares, please talk with
Rev. Charlie, Pastor Paul, or our Parish
Nurse, Sandy Levy. They have access to
our “comfort quilts” made with love and
care by the “Piece” Makers of Ridgewood.

If you would like to get involved in the
Quilt Ministry, please call the church office
at (440) 885-1360 for more information.
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March 7, 2010
Communion Sunday
9 & 11 amWaorship Services
10 am Sunday School
4:30 pm Lenten Worship Service
at Independence UMC

March 14, 2010
Time & Talents Stewardship Sunday
LOGOS Prayers in the Chapel

9 & 11 amWorship Services

Puppets & Beyond at both services
10 am Sunday School
4:30 pm Lenten Worship Service
at Pearl Road UMC

March 21, 2010
LOGOS Sunday
Communion in Chapel

9 & 11 am Worship Services

LOGOS Sunday Service at 11 am
~ All children participating
10 am Sunday School
4:30 pm Lenten Worship
at Seven Hills UMC

March 28, 2010
Palm Sunday / Food Sunday
9 & 11 amWorship Services
10 am Sunday School
4:30 pm Lenten Worship
at Ridgewood UMC
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Charles E. Tobias...........................Pastor
Paul Wilson.......c.ocoviviiiiiiiins Pastor
George E. Bailey................Pastor Emeritus

Ira Cooper........... Director of Music/Organist
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