January 2010 Vol. 55 No. 1

It's hard to believe, but as | write this column it is most assuredly true that the first dec-
ade of the Twenty-First Century is nearly over and that the year 2010 is at hand!

It seems as if it was only yesterday that we were all discussing the “Y2K Effect,” wonder-
ing how the arrival of a new century, not to mention a new millennium, would change every-
thing, from our lives and livelihoods to our computers and our daily calendars.

But here we are standing at the end of what Time magazine has called “the decade from
hell,” or more delicately but no less hyperbolically, “the worst decade ever.” The contested
presidential election of 2000—the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001—the invasions of
Afghanistan and Irag—the Asian tsunami of December 2004—hurricanes Katrina and Rita in
2005—the financial crisis and the Great Recession of 2008 and 2009—these are only a few
of the events which occurred during the last ten years, events and experiences which most
are glad to have seen come and go.

Nevertheless, we stand on the cusp of a fresh, new year, indeed, a brand-new decade,
one filled with hope for persons like us, for persons of faith, because we believe in a God of
hope, one who holds the future, as firmly and as faithfully as God holds the present and the
past, in the embrace of almighty arms, in the grasp of almighty hands.

And the God of creation and redemption, of salvation and renewal, the God of Exodus
and Easter, the God of Miriam and Moses, of Joseph and Mary and Jesus Christ, this is the
God who likewise makes the following promise, one which was first delivered in ancient
days, one upon which we may depend in each and every new decade, each and every new
day: “See, | am making all things new!” (Revelation 21:5, NRSV)
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The Ridgewood Communicator

January 3, 2010 (Epiphany Sunday) Communion Sunday
Sermon Title: “Let There Be Light!” Scripture: Isaiah 60:1-6

Ephesians 3:1-12
Matthew 2:1-12

January 10, 2010 (Baptism of the Lord)
Sermon Title: “Through the Waters” Scripture: Isaiah 43:1-7
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

January 17, 2010 (2nd Sunday after The Ephiphany) Communion in the Chapel
Human Relations Day

Sermon Title: “Signs!” Scripture: Isaiah 62:1-5
John 2:1-11
January 24, 2010 (3rd Sunday after The Epiphany)  Food Sunday
Sermon Title: “A Healthy Body” Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12:13-31a
January 31, 2010 (4th Sunday after The Epiphany)  Parish Nurse Sunday
Sermon Title: “Turned Away” Scripture: Jeremiah 1:4-10
Luke 4:14-30
January Liturgists: 9:00 am—TBD 11:00 am—Linda Johnson
Counters: 1/03, 1/10, 1/17, 1/24, 1/31: Fred Smith, Jim & Sharon Tannehill
Communion Stewards (January 3): John & Gloria Homolak
Ushers: 1st Service: Charles Becker, Joe Fredmonsky, Jean Lentzakis, Chuck Nohejl, Cathy Stonko

2nd Service: Mary Cain, Karen Jones, Dan Johnson

Van Drivers: For schedule changes please contact Michelle Dougherty at 440.212.1186 or 440.888.1662
1/03  Bob Sehringer 1/10  Joe Fredmonsky
1/17  Fred Smith 1/24  Bob Sehringer
1/31  Dave Balliett

Coffee Hour Hosts:

1/03 TBA 1/10  April & Rob Walkos
1/17  Fran Rudolph / TBA 1/24  TBA
1/31  Barb Kindel / TBA
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Council on Ministries—Tuesday, January 3, 8:15 pm
Chairperson: Chuck Nohejl
Carolyn Dyck, Linda Hadcock, Gloria Homolak, John Homolak, Anita Kules, Dawn Mullenax, Bob Rudolph,
Fran Rudolph, Rev. Charlie Tobias
Members at Large: Charles Becker, Dan Johnson, Linda Johnson, Billie Jean McKenna, John Ricketts,
Sandy Short
Youth Club Directors: Mary Cain, Maria Held

Education—Tuesday, January 3, 7:00 pm
Co-Chairpersons: Dawn Mullenax & Maria Held Sunday School Superintendent: Mar Bruner
Kaye Arkangel, Marian Armstrong, Judi Langmead, Kelsey Langmead, Ruth Lock, Karen Nichols, Donna
Smith, George Stueber

Evangelism—Tuesday, January 3, 7:00 pm
Co-Chairpersons: Fran Rudolph & Carolyn Dyck
Mar Bruner, Mary Cain, Rebecca Callaghan, Dan Johnson, Karen Jones, Jan Julio, Peggy Kapolka,
Billie Jean McKenna, Pat Meade, John Ricketts, Pastor Wilson

Outreach—Tuesday, January 3, 7:00 pm
Co-Chairpersons: Linda Hadcock & Betty Schuenaman
Friends of Ridgewood: Jane Parker; Caring Dinner: Debbie Funk; Parish Nurse: Sandy Levy
Van Coordinator: Michelle Dougherty
Esther Daley, Claire Jencson, Carole Koscielny, Robert Koscielny, Bob Sehringer

Worship—Tuesday, January 3, 7:00 pm
Co-Chairpersons: John Homolak & Barb Langford
Linda Clark, Ira Cooper, Carolyn Day, Linda Johnson, Anita Kules, Doug Nichols, Emily Ortolano, Sandy,
Short, Rev. Tobias

Administrative Board—Sunday, January 10, 12:00 pm ( noon)
Chairperson: Dan Johnson Vice Chairperson: Russ Kahler
All voting members should plan to attend this meeting to vote on the final church budget.

Rev. Norman Schreiber died on November 4, 2009. He was the senior pastor at Ridgewood
from 1979 until 1985.

Marian Hoose died on November 30, 2009, at the age of 81. She worked in the church office for
28 years, retiring in 2003, and was an active member of the Chancel Choir for over 40 years.

Maria Sera Lopez Marquez died on November 20, 2009, at the age of 94. She was the grand-
mother of Tim Short, and the great-grandmother of Noah and Eli Short.

Marti Moore, stepmother of Monica Pesek, passed away on November 29, 2009.
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Taken from the records of Ridgewood United Methodist Church {
Parts copied from an article in the Plain Dealer on May 10, 1895, concerning the new build-
ing of the Jennings Avenue Methodist Episcopal Church which was one of the names of our
church before we moved to Parma and became Ridgewood. The article states:

When the Jennings Avenue M.E. Church is completed it will
be a fine place of worship. A view of it is given in this issue as
it will appear when completed.
At present the congregation is worshiping in the Sunday school
building which fronts on Jennings avenue. It is one of the best
arranged and equipped Sunday school buildings in the city,
having seventeen rooms, those in the gallery being reached by
a corridor running around the entire building. The basement is
ten feet high and contains a large assembly room, kitchen,
reading rooms, library and ladies and gentlemen'’s toilet rooms.
The church was organized in 1870 at No. 20 Merchant avenue
in a storeroom with about forty members. In 1871 the first building was erected on Pelton
avenue when the church worshiped with varying prosperity until 1884, when under the pas-
torate of Rev. A. Van Camp the building was moved to the corner of Jennings and Stark-
weather avenues. Here the church continued its work for ten years. In 1892 the movement
for a new building was begun under the direction of Rev. W. C. Endly, pastor, and on April
30, 1893, the present building was dedicated by Bishop Joycer. The church now has a mem-
bership of 450, a Sunday school of nearly 700, with an average attendance of 425 for 1894.
Its Epworth league members 175, its Junior league 40 and Intermediate league 60 members.
It has a Boys’ brigade, sewing school, a Ladies’ Aid society, Woman’s Foreign and Woman'’s
Home Missionary societies and a Man’s league which meets every Monday evening.

One of the forms of work of the Ladies’ Aid society is very unique but has resulted in much
good. An employment bureau has been established by the society. A list is kept of all the un-
employed of the church and congregation, including both sexes and all classes of workers.
Another list is kept of the people who desire to employ help and by this means occupations
are found for many persons, the members of the congregation always being given the prefer-
ence, and outsiders then being given a chance. This bureau has proved very beneficial.

Rev. F.A. Gould is pastor of the church. He took charge of the field a year ago last fall and
is now serving his second year. The work is progressing finely under his direction and never
have two years of the church been more prosperous. All his pastoral work has been near
Cleveland, he having been at Brooklyn, Oberlin and Elyria.

Miss Mary Hardy is the deaconess of the church. She has been engaged in a house to
house canvass of the South Side the past winter and has average 250 visits a month, in Janu-
ary the number reaching 287. She has worked in connection with the relief committee of the
church and has assisted in supplying many needy families with food and clothing.

Since Oct. 1, the opening of the conference year, eighty-nine new members have been
added to the church. The music for Sunday service is furnished by a chorus choir under the
direction of Prof. N. Coe Stewart.
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“Happy New Year!” Well, here we are again at the beginning of the new year, looking
at changes from the past year and unknown changes for the year to come. The new year is
an opportunity to pause on our road of life and | am using the words of Joyce Rupp, author
of “May | Have This Dance?” to take a look at how we can approach the year ahead. Joyce
Rupp is a member of the Servite (Servants of Mary) community, a nun, who leads spiritual
retreats throughout the country and internationally. | came to know her as she lead the first
Parish Nurse Symposium | attended.

Joyce Rupp: “No two Januarys are ever the same; the new year
is always unique. The beginning of the new year is a good time to
get out our road maps of life. As we look back over the journey, it
is helpful to identify the places that blessed us, affirmed us, enli-
vened us and enriched us. We also need to reflect on the situa-
tions that challenged us, tested us, discouraged us, or maybe even
tried to destroy us.

Once we have looked over our past travels, we need to take stock of our present
situation. What are our inner resources? Do we need to refuel, to restore our energies?
Are we prepared to continue on the road? Have we faced roadblocks, detours, or dead
ends during our past year? Have we felt stuck or lost or as though we were moving
backward? We can get caught in old destructive behaviors, negative patterns of think-
ing, or abusive situations. Has our road been a busy highway and are there areas
where we can simplify, so that our lives are not just a blur of activity?

Places in the scriptures are symbolic of our own life journeys:

The road of faith that Sarah and Abraham traveled (Gen 12:1-9)

The road through the wilderness the Exodus people wander (Ex 13:17-22)

The crowded road to Bethlehem, vibrant life ready to burst from a young woman’s

womb (Luke 2:1-20)

The desert road where Jesus met his own struggles and came back with the power

of the Spirit in him (Luke 4:1-15)

The road to the empty tomb, where the surprise of God filled the morning with light

(Luke 24:1-12) (to name a few)

“We do not know what events will surprise us along the way; we can only see life for
today. But we can risk the road because we have the tremendous assurance that God
goes with us on the journey.”

As we look at our past road maps and make decisions for “new roads,” may we know
the presence of God in all we do, sit quietly to listen and boldly respond.
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The Twelve Days of Christmas are the festive days beginning on Christmas Day, De-
cember 25. This period is also known as Christmastide. The Twelfth Day of Christmas is
January 5, one day before the Epiphany, which is on January 6.

The Twelve Days of Christmas is an English Christmas carol which enumerates a series of
increasingly grandiose gifts given on each of the twelve days of Christmas. Although it was
first published in England in 1780, textual evidence may indicate the song is French in origin.
It is a cumulative song, in that each verse is built on the previous verses. It culminates on the
twelfth day, when the gifts are twelve Drummers Drumming, eleven Pipers Piping, ten Lords
a-Leaping, nine Ladies Dancing, eight Maids a-Milking, seven Swans a-Swimming, Six
Geese a-Laying, five Golden Rings, four Calling Birds, three French Hens, two Turtle Doves,
and a Partridge in a Pear Tree.

Some have suggested that it is a song of Christian instruction, perhaps published in England
during 16th century religious wars, with hidden references to the basic teachings of the
Christian Faith. They contend that it was a mnemonic device to teach the catechism to
youngsters:

My true love refers to God, the partridge in a pear tree to Christ dying on the cross.

Two turtle doves are the Old and New Testaments.

Three French hens refer to faith, hope and charity (love), the Theological Virtues.

Four calling birds refer to the four gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.

Five golden rings refer to the first five books of the Old Testament, the “Pentateuch,”

which gives the history of man’s fall from grace.

Six geese a-laying refer to the six days of Creation.

Seven swans a-swimming refer to the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit: prophesy, serving,

teaching, exhortation, contribution, leadership, and mercy.

Eight maids a-milking are the eight beatitudes.

Nine ladies dancing refer to the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience,

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.

Ten lords a-leaping symbolize the ten commandments.

Eleven pipers piping refer to the eleven faithful disciples.

Twelve drummers drumming are the twelve points of doctrine in the Apostle’s Creed.
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Contributions=money received from members and visitors both from pledged and non-pledged donations.
Income=monies received from facility rent, parking lot rent, etc.
*Income includes $6,144 insurance payout for water damage.
**November income and expense includes $5,000 given to the Nehemiah Mission that was passed directly to
the Mission; made second payment on women'’s restroom refurbishing project in Friendship Hall in the amount
of $6,805; paid out $6,010.23 of Food Sunday donations to the food pantries.

If you contribute to Food Sunday offerings, you might be interested to know just where that
contribution ends up. Recently we were able to send $3,005.12 to the Parma Hunger Center
on Broadview Road in Parma and $3,005.11 to the Parma Heights Food Pantry on Pearl
Road in Parma Heights, a total of $6,010.23 collected from you over the past year. As you
probably are aware, times have been tough and the demand on these hunger centers for
assistance has increased exponentially due to the recent fluctuations in the economy and
the resulting job loss of many Ohioans.The money received by the Food Pantries is used
through a special program making each dollar stretch a lot farther in food purchases than
we are able to do. The directors of each of the Food Pantries have expressed their gratitude
towards all those who help support our Food Sunday collections. Ann George, director of
the Parma Heights Food Pantry, said she had to look twice at the amount on the check. She
stated that the donation came at the perfect time—right before Thanksgiving. Carol Hartel,
director of the Parma Hunger Center, also expressed her sincere gratitude and the timeli-
ness of the gift, since they try to provide holiday meals to each of the 500 families they
serve, and this donation will help to make that possible.

You may not be able to directly see your gifts at work, but it does go a long way in helping a
hungry family in our community put food on the table. Thank you for your continued support
of this great and vital community outreach ministry.
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LOGOS Ministry Update

We just wrapped up another great semester of LOGOS on December 16, 2009. Our year
has been busy so far with the youth choirs and puppet ministry leading worship on several oc-
casions since September, 2009. Some of our Family Time themes have included Peace Night,
Harry Potter Night and Proud to be an American Night, our veteran’s day celebration. This
night was especially exciting because we honored those who currently serve in the armed
forces along with our veterans. Recreation activities have varied from dodgeball to four square
to story time to candy & craft night.

This coming semester we have some more great things to look forward to. Some of the
upcoming Family Time themes are Cold & Flu Night, Super Bowl Someday? and P.l.G. Night,
and we are adding a board game night to Recreation/Play Time. The year will wrap up on
Wednesday, March 17, with Luck of the Irish, followed by Youth Club Sunday on March 21st
and the annual LOGOS family banquet on March 24th.

Please continue to pray for our ministry and all those that are involved. Without the numer-
ous volunteers this ministry would not run as smoothly as it does. If you are looking for a way to
reach out to the youth, maybe this could be an opportunity for you. We hope you will continue
to enjoy the LOGOS children and youth demonstrate their Worship Skills as they lead services
in the upcoming months.

Maria Held, Co-Director of LOGOS Youth Club
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Berea Children’s Home and Family Services (BCHFS) is in need of families just like you to
care for teenagers and children with medical needs. We provide all of the training and
preparation you need to get started and stay by your side every step of the way
as you care for your children.

Why Should | Consider Becoming a Foster Parent?

As a foster parent you have the opportunity to positively impact children from troubled families by
providing a healthy and safe home life. A foster parent has the opportunity to keep siblings to-
gether and help stop the cycle of abuse and neglect.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: Who is eligible to become a foster parent?

A: Any adult at least 21 years old is eligible, regardless of race, color, creed, sexual orienta-
tion or national origin. Foster care applicants are required to pass a criminal background
check, be medically approved, provide both character and employer references and to docu-
ment the stability of their financial situation.

Q: Is financial assistance available to foster pare  nts?
A: Foster parents receive financial reimbursements for each foster child on a monthly basis,
as well as paid training and 1-2 days of respite per month.

Q: What is the process to become a foster parent?

A: All applicants must attend a foster/adoptive parent information session, complete a pre-
service training, complete the application process and complete the home-study process.
Following completion the state will review and approve your license as a foster parent in the
State of Ohio and you will be eligible to accept a placement.

Q: How long does the process take before a child is placed with me?

A: The entire process of becoming foster parents typically takes three to four months to complete.
Before a child is placed in your home, the state board must approve the family to become a li-
censed foster home.

Berea Children's Home and Family Services is a nonprofit, charitable corporation in a covenant rela-
tionship with the East Ohio Conference of the United Methodist Church. Founded in 1864, today, they
serve children and youth of all ages needing specialized programs and services. All our programs and
services are offered without regard to race, color, creed, sex, national or ethnic origin.

Want to know more?
Call (440) 260-8319 or visit www.bchfs.org for more information.
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You are invited to join the present scouts of Troop and Pack 372 as we
celebrate the 100th Anniversary of Scouting on Sunday, February 21, 2010.
We will begin with the annual troop pancake breakfast at 8:00 am, followed by
scouts being reverent at the 11:00 am worship service, and closing with a
cake and punch reception at 12:30 pm in Friendship Hall, where we will
also have a display of troop memorabilia.

Pancake breakfast tickets are $6.00 per adultand $  4.00 for juniors.
The meal includes pancakes, sausage, a fruit cup, and a drink.
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You and Your Friends are Invited To

Luncheon (Door Prizes)

Wed., January 20, 2010
12:00 noon to 1:30 pm

$12.00 inclusive

Carrie Cerino’s Ristorante
8922 Ridge Road, N. Royalton

Manager, Adult Day Services at Parma Com-
munity General Hospital, will present aerobics
for the mind.

Our speaker found reality in an unreal world.

Luncheon & nursery reservations necessary by
Monday, January 18th.
Call Ann (440) 886-1214 or Nolice (440) 845-3695

NOTE: To cancel, call Ann no later than
9:00 am, Tuesday, January 19th

Sponsored by the
Cleveland Ohio South Christian Women'’s Club.
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It's a lot easier than it sounds. If you use
Campbell’s soup products, you can help too.
Ridgewood is collecting your labels and turn-

ing them in for school supply items that will
be donated to either Berea Children’s Home
or the West Side Community House.

One will be located in Friendship Hall during
coffee fellowship, the other on the second
floor at the entrance to the sanctuary (on the

education side of the building).

and explains which types of labels to collect
and how to turn them in to earn the points.
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January 3, 2010

Communion Sunday
9 & 11 amWorship Services
10 am Sunday School

January 10, 2010

LOGOS Prayers in the Chapel
9 & 11 amWorship Services
10 am Sunday School

January 17, 2010
Communion in the Chapel
9 & 11 amWaorship Services
Senior High reading at 11 am
10 am Sunday School

January 24, 2010
Food Sunday
9 & 11 am Worship Services
Puppets & Beyond at both services
10 am Sunday School

January 31, 2010
Parish Nurse Sunday
9 & 11 amWaorship Services
LOGOS Singing Spirits at 11 am
10 am Sunday School
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Charles E. Tobias...........................Pastor
Paul Wilson.......c.ocoviviiiiiiiins Pastor
George E. Bailey................Pastor Emeritus

Ira Cooper........... Director of Music/Organist
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