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Beginning around the fifth century, the word “alleluia” was banned from Christian
liturgical speech during the days of Lent in order to symbolize the somberness and
darkness of the season. And this practice of the “deposito,” the discontinuance of the
usage of this word, is still in place among the churches of high liturgy, particularly
those of Roman Catholic or Lutheran origins, but even some United Methodist
congregations today make an effort to observe it, in theory if not also in actuality.

Dan Benedict, recently retired from the staff of the General Board of Discipleship,
has written: “The point of this practice is not to be quaint and archaic. Rather, such a
practice enriches and shapes our prayer and our sense of discipline as we anticipate
Easter. It is a kind of fasting from ‘ecstasy’ and ecstatic praise, letting our ‘Alleluia’ lie
dormant for six weeks before we again burst out in joyful and ecstatic affirmation of the
Resurrection.”

On Easter morning, though, our alleluias break out again, particularly in the
great Easter hymn, “Christ the Lord is Risen Today,” penned by Charles Wesley.
Originally composed in eleven stanzas, with six appearing in our present hymnal,
Wesley’s poetic masterpiece is an exuberant reflection on Christ’s rising and, as ST
Kimbrough puts it, expresses the Methodist understanding of resurrection not only
as a future hope, but also as an “actualized definition of eternal life here and now.”

AN

)

Christ the Lord is risen today, earth and heaven in chorus say,

King of glory, soul of bliss, everlasting life is this,

raise your joys and triumphs high, sing ye heavens, and earth reply.

Love’s redeeming work is done, fought the fight the battle won,
death in vain forbids him rise, Christ has opened paradise.

Hail the Lord of earth and heaven, praise to thee by both be given,
thee we greet triumphant now, hail the Resurrection, thou.

thee to know thy power to prove, thus to sing, and thus to love.

“Alleluia!” we sing. “Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!” Our fast is over! Our feast has begun! Life
has defeated death, and Christ has departed the grave! “Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!”
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The Ridgewood Communicator

April 1, 2010 (Holy Thursday) Communion
Sermon Title: “A Sign of Love” Scripture: Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14

1 Corinthians 11:23-26
John 13:1-17, 31b-35

April 2, 2010 (Good Friday)

The order of service for Good Friday will be similar to that of last year, with the reading of
the passion story from John’s gospel and the Reproaches: Christ's Lament Against His
Faithless Church serving as the centerpiece.

April 4, 2010 (Easter Sunday)

Sermon Title: “All Are Made Alive!” Scripture: Acts 10:34-43
1 Corinthians 15:19-26
Luke 24:1-12

April 11, 2010 (2nd Sunday of Easter)
Sermon Title: “A Message from Flat Rock” Scripture: Luke 14:15-24
Guest Preacher: Dr. Richard Parks from Flat Rock Homes

April 18, 2010 (3rd Sunday of Easter) Native American Ministries Sunday /
Communionint he Chapel
Sermon Title: “I Once Was Blind” Scripture: Acts 9:1-20
April 25, 2010 (4th Sunday of Easter) Food Sunday
Sermon Title: “No More Tears” Scripture: Acts 9:36-43
Psalm 23

Revelation 7:9-17

April Liturgists: 9:00 am—Mar Bruner 11:00 am—Mary Cain
Counters: 04/04, 04/11, 04/18, 04/25 : Jim & Sharon Tannehill and Michael Mullenax
Communion Stewards (April 1 ~ Holy Thursday): Bob & Debbie Funk

Ushers: 1st Service: Carl Bogar, Gordon Bower, Dorothy Davis, Bill Dickinson
2nd Service: Tom Lock, Fred Smith, Jim Tannehill, George Stueber

Van Drivers: For schedule changes please contact Michelle Dougherty at 440.212.1186 or 440.888.1662
04/04 CIiff Schuenaman 04/11 Bob Sehringer
04/18 Russ Kahler 04/25 Bob Sehringer

Coffee Hour Hosts:
04/04 Fran Rudolph and Cathy Stonko
04/11 Jean McCormick and Carrie Field
04/18 TBA
04/25 Karen Jones and Karen Nichols
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April 2010

Council on Ministries—Tuesday, April 6, 8:15 pm
Chairperson: Chuck Nohejl
Carolyn Dyck, Linda Hadcock, Gloria Homolak, John Homolak, Anita Kules, Dawn Mullenax, Bob Rudolph,
Fran Rudolph, Rev. Charlie Tobias Members at Large: Charles Becker, Dan Johnson, Linda Johnson,
Billie Jean McKenna, John Ricketts, Sandy Short
Youth Club Directors: Mary Cain, Maria Held

Education—Tuesday, April 6, 7:00 pm
Co-Chairpersons: Dawn Mullenax & Maria Held Sunday School Superintendent: Mar Bruner
Marian Armstrong, Judi Langmead, Kelsey Langmead, Ruth Lock, Karen Nichols, Donna Smith,
George Stueber

Evangelism—Tuesday, April 6, 7:00 pm
Co-Chairpersons: Fran Rudolph & Carolyn Dyck
Mary Cain, Rebecca Callaghan, Dan Johnson, Karen Jones, Jan Julio, Peggy Kapolka, Billie Jean
McKenna, Pat Meade, John Ricketts, Pastor Wilson

Outreach—Tuesday, April 6, 7:00 pm
Co-Chairpersons: Linda Hadcock & Betty Schuenaman
Friends of Ridgewood: Jane Parker; Caring Dinner: Debbie Funk; Parish Nurse: Sandy Levy
Van Coordinator: Michelle Dougherty
Esther Daley, Claire Jencson, Carole Koscielny, Robert Koscielny, Renita Nohejl, Bob Sehringer

Worship—Tuesday, April 6, 7:00 pm
Co-Chairpersons: John Homolak & Barb Langford
Mary Becker, Ira Cooper, Carolyn Day, Linda Johnson, Doug Nichols, Rev. Tobias, Will Whitworth

Births in the Church Family

Olivia Deborah Necastro was born on March 8, 2010, weighing 6 Ibs 4 oz, and measuring
21 inches long. She was proudly welcomed by her parents, Neal and Rachel Necastro,
and grandparents, Jim & Maria Longsworth.
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Taken from a Ridgewood Church School Report for 1949-1959 by Jeannette W. Anderson,
Children’s Division Superintendent, 1950-1958

We all felt exhilarated when the Sanctuary was finally ready for use, and our spirits were
lited to the vaulted ceiling. (Some of us were dismayed when the structurally-
unnecessary cross-section “beams” were put in later.) Now, we could have children’s
classes downstairs during worship services, and have music in the back part, while the
youth also used the class space. There were two adult classes at this time, the Yomacs
and Forrest Hill. The Harvesters class came near the end of this decade.

When church membership grew to the place were we needed two worship services,
Ann Fields, as co-superintendent for the Children’s Division, came for the early class pe-
riod for the children, while the youth and adults were having their church service. The
middle period, during which the youth and adults had classes, was split for the Grades
1-6 children for music and worship. The Primary 1, 2 and 3 classes had music in the
back part of Memorial Hall while the Junior 4, 5 and 6 children had their worship service
in Gibbs Chapel. Then they would exchange places, and music would be taught on their
level. Mrs. Gibbs played a large part in all our work, as well as the Chapel organ. | came
in this second period, too, and continued for the third period which repeated the church
school classes, with new teachers, for the children who had not been there first period.

We were very fortunate to have so many training opportunities provided under Dr. Cox’s
guidance. One of my records show that through the years we had 75-person sessions in
workshops, laboratory and School of Religion among our workers, not including the
ones in our own church taught by Mrs. Gibbs, Dr. Richard Sidwell, and Dr. Wray
Stickford of Baldwin-Wallace. Interest in these last classes was expressed by 113
persons. Also, Vera Zimmerman, expert Nursery leader and author of Nursery Materials,
conducted a sub-district workshop in our church. Virginia Johnson, M.R.E., conducted a
seven-week training period with the first-period Kindergarten class on Sundays. At this
time, Ann Fields was specializing in preschool work. At workshops we were exposed to
many authors of our children’s material and books: Mary Edna Lloyd, “Baby Jesus”,
Mary Alice Jones, “Tell Me About Jesus, God & Heaven” books; Dorothy LaCroix Mill,
junior materials; Dr. & Mrs. Edward Stapels, home Christian Education; the Duvall’s,
youth materials; Dr. John Q. Schisler, church school programs; and Dr. Lovelace, au-
thority on church music, among others. A summary prepared for Ernestine Callendar,
D.R.E., who came in 1958, lists 22 pianists with 134 other persons in 1956-57 who had
been trained or worked in the Children’s Division in the last few years; there were 163 in
the 1957-58 list. Ten were men, two of whom worked in the Nursery. (We tried to avoid
apron-string religion.)

Taken from the records of Ridgewood United Methodist Church

To be continued next month!
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Contributions=money received from members and visitors both from pledged and non-pledged donations.
Income=monies received from facility rent, parking lot rent, etc.

*Unplanned / One-time Expenses: Unusually high water bill from January 2010—Cleveland
Water is investigating the matter.

*Expense & Income include $2,272 received for Haiti Emergency Relief that was sent to UMCOR.
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from Linda Smith, the daughter of Ed Vagner:

These past few months have been a roller coaster of emotions for me and my family, but |
find comfort in knowing that Dad was surrounded by so many loving and caring individuals.
... Ridgewood United Methodist Church was a huge part of Dad’s life and listening to all the

comments from so many | recognize it was reciprocating endeavor. He might have been

small in stature but he had a huge heart. He loved God'’s people. As | work through the

cards and letters | am touched once again by the love so many had for him.
...Thank you again,
In Christ,
Linda Smith
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@ Solon UMC - 5540 SOM Center Road Solon, OH 44139
Telephone: (440) 248-1573

Featured Band: Harlend;
Theme: God’'s Got Your Back
Focus Verse Zechariah 10:1

bers have persons in their family serving in the armed forces. We
remember them in prayer each week by making sure their names
are printed on the bulletin insert and by having a bulletin display
board on the second floor with photos of the troops as a visual
reminder to the congregation.

If someone in your family needs to be added to the list, or you

|
Me | I |berS have some new pictures for the bulletin board, we encourage you

b to call the church office (440) 885-1360, or to mail your photos in
€I'V1ng to Ridgewood UMC, 6330 Ridge Rd, Parma, OH 44129,
O ATTN: Sandy Levy, Military Prayer List
1.11‘ If your loved one’s status has changed and they are no longer

Count ry serving in the military, please let us know of that as well.

We are so proud of the men and women serving in our country’s
E I military, and we are honored to keep them in our daily prayers.

( ,&("8

Page 8 April 2010



The Ridgewood Communicator

“At the cross we understand what God means when he talks of loving us, begin to take it in
that there is nothing that he will not do, no sacrifice he will not make, no suffering that he will
shirk, if only he can help us. ‘He loved me,’ said Paul, standing upon Calvary and gazing in a
stunned way at the cross, ‘1 who was a persecutor, and a blasphemer, and injurious, and yet
he loved me and he gave himself for me.” And with that [Paul’'s] heart broke, and the old life
was gone.”

Scottish preacher Arthur John Gossip,

in a 1926 sermon titled “What Happens at Calvary”

B,
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Two pieces of 8/, x 11” white or light-
blue construction paper

Circle shape that fits paper (plastic lid or
paper plate)

Black marker or crayon

Masking tape

Shallow box, box lid or old cookie tray
(you’re going to get paint on it!)

Blue and green paint

Two paper plates to put paint on

Two marbles

Two plastic spoons

Scissors

On one piece of paper, trace the circle
shape with your marker or crayon.

Use two pieces of masking tape to make
a cross in the center of your circle.

Place this paper inside your box, box lid
or cookie tray.

Pour blue paint onto one paper plate and
green paint onto the other. Place one
marble in each color of paint.

Use a plastic spoon to put one marble at
a time on your paper (if you put both on
at the same time, you’ll make mud!!).
Roll the marble back and forth, around
and around, alternating between colors.
After your circle looks like planet Earth
with lots of blue and green, cut out the
circle and glue it onto your other piece of
paper (the one you didn’t paint).

Around the circle write the words to John
3:16, NIV: “For God so loved the world
that he gave his one and only Son,

that whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life.”

Take off the masking tape and see the
cross that’s left. Keep your artwork as a
reminder of how much God loves you!
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You and Your Friends are Invited To

Luncheon (Door Prizes)

Wed., April 21, 2010
12:00 noon to 1:30 pm

$12.00 inclusive

Carrie Cerino’s Ristorante
8922 Ridge Road, N. Royalton

Nancy Stepien, Manager

Our speaker shares that she is riding the roller-
coaster of life with her hands held high.

Luncheon & nursery reservations necessary by
Monday, April 19th.
Call Ann (440) 886-1214 or Nolice (440) 845-3695

NOTE: To cancel, call Ann no later than
9:00 am, Tuesday, April 20th!

Sponsored by the
Cleveland Ohio South Christian Women'’s Club.

The Ridgewood
“Piece” Makers Quilt
Ministry continues to
make quilts for those
dealing with chronic ill-
nesses, long-term ill-
nesses and difficult
situations. If you know
someone who needs
the comfort of know-
ing that Ridgewood cares, please talk with
Rev. Charlie, Pastor Paul, or our Parish
Nurse, Sandy Levy. They have access to
our “comfort quilts” made with love and
care by the “Piece” Makers of Ridgewood.

If you would like to get involved in the
Quilt Ministry, please call the church office
at (440) 885-1360 for more information.
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April 1, 2010
Holy Thursday / Communion
7:00 pm Service of Worship

April 2, 2010

Good Friday
12:00 pm Carillon Recital
7:00 pm Service of Worship

April 4, 2010
Easter Sunday
6:30 am Sunrise Service at
Ridgewood Lakes Pavilion
9 & 11 am Services of Worship
NO Sunday School

April 11, 2010
9 & 11 am Services of Worship
Dr. Richard Parks preaching
10 am Sunday School for all ages

April 18, 2010
Native American Ministries Sunday
Communion in Chapel
9 & 11 am Services of Worship
Baptism during 11 am service
10 am Sunday School for all ages
10 am  Visitor Orientation

April 25, 2010
Food Sunday
9 & 11 amWorship Services
New Members join at 11 am service,
with reception to follow.
10 am Sunday School for all ages
10 am Visitor Orientation

Charles E. Tobias...........................Pastor
Paul Wilson.......c.ocoviviiiiiiiins Pastor
George E. Bailey................Pastor Emeritus

Ira Cooper........... Director of Music/Organist
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